Introduction
The status of the genus Charaea Baly, 1878 has been repeatedly revised. The monotypic genus was proposed by Baly [1878] for Charaea flaviventre Baly, 1878 . Later on, this genus was not mentioned in literature for a long time. The subsequent new species (later affiliated to Charaea) were mostly treated under the genera Calomicrus Dillwyn, 1829 , Exosoma Jacoby, 1903 and Taphinellina Maulik, 1936 . Beenen [2010 proposed Taphinellina as a junior synonym of Charaea. Beenen and Warchałowski [2010] listed all species included in this genus. Since then four new species have been described in Charaea [Bezděk, Lee, 2014 , Bezděk, 2015 and due to recombination eight species are proposed as additions to this genus [Medvedev, 2011; Bedzěk, 2012] . Taphinellina bengalensis (Jacoby, 1900) was never transferred to Charaea but Bedzěk [2016] recombined it in Cassena Weise, 1892. A detailed taxonomic history of the genus Charaea is presented in Bezděk and Lee [2014] . Now, Charaea includes 44 species [Bezděk, 2015] widespread in eastern Eurasia: China, Japan, Taiwan, Himalayas and India, Russia (East Siberia, Far East), Mongolia, Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, continental Malaysia and Philippines. At least 20 more species are to be
Results
Charaea minutum (Joannis, 1865) Figs 1-2.
Luperus minutus Joannis, 1865: 136 (original description) . Exosoma minuta : Gressit, Kimoto, 1963: 566 (key) . Luperus (Calomicrus) minutus : Ogloblin, 1936: 27; Lopatin, 1967: 164; 1968: 215; 1971: 229; 1975: 222; Medvedev, Dubeshko, 1974: 133; 1992: 137; Medvedev, Voronova, 1976: 230; 1977a: 340; 1977b: 219; 1979: 121; Medvedev, 1982: 264; 2006: 140; Guselnikov, Medvedev 1984: 26; Dubeshko, Medvedev, 1989: 161; Medvedev, Korotyaev, 1975: 184; Lopatin et al., 2004: 139; Medvedev, Skomorohov, 2009: 43. Taphinellina minuta : Wilcox, 1973 : 450 (new combination); Beenen, 1992: 141-143; Mikhailov, Chashchina, 2009: 179; Beenen, 2010: 489. Charaea minutum : Beenen, Warchałowski, 2010: 210; Lim et al., 2013: 101; Yang et al., 2015: 244 DISTRIBUTION. Based on specimens we studied ourselves, the distribution of C. minutum includes Russia: Western Siberia (Altai, new record), Eastern Siberia (Krasnoyarsk kraj: Krasnoyarsk, new record), Khakassia (W Sayany), Tuva, Irkutsk region, Dauria), Far East (Amur region, Yevreyskaya avtonomnaya oblast, Primorskij Kraj) and Mongolia (Chentej and Central Aimaks). C. minutum is also recorded from Korea and China (Heilongjiang, Jilin, Sichuan) [Beenen, 2010; Yang et al., 2015] .
BIONOMICS. The biology of C. minutum is not studied. In Primorye, feeding of beetles on Clematis (Ranunculaceae) was indicated [Dubeshko, Medvedev, 1989 ]. Medvedev and Roginskaja [1988] list Pulsatilla (Ranunculaceae), and questionably Artemisia (Asteraceae) and Erysimum (Brassicaceae). It is likely that C. minutum feeds on Ranunculaceaea.
DIAGNOSIS. In Russia, two species have been recorded: Charaea minutum (Joannis, 1865) and C. flaviventris (Motschulsky, 1960) . In 2010, Beenen and Warchałowski described a new species C. pseudominutum Beenen et Warchalowski, 2010 from China (Hubei) which is very similar to C. minutum. Here we give a key for a reliable determination of these three species. 
Discussion
The widespread East-Asian genus Charaea (including also tropical species) is distributed up to Altai in the West. The maximum number of species of the genus Charaea can be found in South-Eastern Asia. It is possible that in the Pliocene, when the climate was warm and humid, the species of the genus were widely distributed in Siberia. By the end of the Pliocene era, and especially, in the Pleistocene, sharp cooling and drying of the climate led to the shift of northern boundaries of the habitats to the south. The species tolerant to low temperatures could survive in this climate and remained in south Siberian refugia. Recent records of C. minutum from Altai might indicate a recent invasion. However, it cannot be excluded that this species has been overlooked during historic collecting.
The Altai mountains are a barrier for taxa distribution both in latitudinal and longitudinal direction. Such examples of distribution of insect genera are rare, there are some examples among Coleoptera: Dendrobaris Egorov, 1976 Рис. 3-6. Charaea ssp., эдеагус: 3-4 -Ch. minutum; 5-6 -Ch. pseudominutum; 3, 5 -сбоку; 4, 6 -снизу.
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(Curculionidae), Kuatania Evers, 1948 (Malachiidae), Epaphiopsis Uéno, 1953 (Carabidae) [Dudko, 2011; Legalov, Borisova, 2011; Tshernyshev, 2012] and Lepidoptera: Ahlbergia Bryk, 1946 (Lycaenidae) and Caligula Moore, 1862 (Saturniidae) [Tuzov, 2000; Huang, Zhu, 2016; Izerskij, 1999] . A similar distribution occurs in the field mouse Apodemus peninsulae (Muridae) and is associated with a refugium in the Russian Far East during the Quaternary glaciations and subsequent dispersal directed by the complex topography of the area wherein biogeographic barriers (Gobi desert, Yunnan Guizhou Plateau, Dzungaria basin, and others) play a prominent role [Sakka et al., 2010] . At present, it is impossible to make conclusions about similarities, because of the limited detailed information on Charaea and other insect species. However the Altai mountains, defined as one of the barriers by Sakka et al. [2010] , seems to have been crossed by C. minutum.
